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RATIOIiALE 

In  order  to  avoid  isolation,  a  country  must  provide,  through  i-s 
centres  of  education  and  learning,  the  oppor"cunii.ies  for  learning 
and  teaching  various  second  languages.   Yeo  anoung  the  many  existing 
languages  and  their  respective  cultures,  there  need  not  be,  from  an 
educational  perspective,  any  predetermined  hierarchy  according  to 
vhich  some  languages  should  be  favoured  and  others  neglected  or 
according  to  vhich  one  language  is  to  be  taught  first  and  often  even 
as  the  only  second  language. 

German  is  the  sixth  largest  spoken  language  in  the  vorld.   It  is 
spOicen  by  approximately  110  million  people.   Of  i-hese,  62  million 
live  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  1?  million  in  the  Gernan 
Democratic  Republic,  7  million  in  Austria,  h   million  in  Switzerland 
and  a  substantial  number  in  the  Americas,  in  A.ustralia  and  in  South 
and  East  Africa. 

According  to  the  Canadian  Cei-.sus  of  I98I,  speakers  of  German  form  the 
fourth  largest  ethnic  group  in  Canada  and  the  second  largest  in  Alberta, 

The  purposes  for  which  a  student  might  wish  to  learn  a  second  language 
may  be  grouped  into  a  hierarchy  rising  from- the  needs  of  the  individual 
in  respect  to  self,  family  and  society.   Clearly,  satisfaction  of 
needs  on  the  individual  level  will  have  very  positive  effects  en  the 
societal  levels.   In  this  hierarchy,  an  individual's  needs  may  be 
identified  with  respec'"^  to: 

a)   Self 

1.  to  be  able  to  communicate  with  native  speakers  in  the  ether 
country  while  traveling  for  business  or  pleasure; 

2.  to  gain  insight  into  one's  first  language  by  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  structure  of  a  second  language; 

3.  to  satisfy  one's  curiosity  about  a  foreign  culture  and  its 
system  of  values; 

h.      to  become  knowledgeable,  as  part  of  a  general  education, 
about  people  and  institutions  in  other  cultures,  thereby 
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gaining  be^ter  insights  into  one's  own   cultui'e; 

5-   to  develop  an  appreciation  of  vorks  of  ai-t  oi'  other  cultural 
contributions;         "^, 

6.   to  fulfil  educational  requirements,  such  as  admission  to 
university- 

7'   to  enhance  one's  career /job  prospects  cy  being  able  to  offer 

coiniEunication  skills  in  those  areas  vhere  such  are  needed  (e.g. 
in  being  able  to  provide  translation  services  to  business  and 
government;   in  the  tourist  trade;   the  export  and  inport  busi- 
ness;  in  advertising;   the  airlines;   foreign  service;   ir^-igration, 
social  vork  and  health  services;  in  the  nedia  (newspapers,  radio 
and  T.V.);   in  library  work;   publishing;   in  scientific  and 
technical  research;   secretarial/executive  skills;   and,  of 
course,  in  teaching  at  the  elementary,  secondary  and  post- 
secondary  levels  ) . 

b)  Family 

1.  to  communicate  with  members  of  one's  family  in  the  "old  country"; 

2.  to  be  able  to  understand  one's  family  heritage  in  Canada  and 
to  conserve  that  heritage  for  future  generations. 

c )  Society 

1.  to  be  able  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  all  institutions  of 
Canadian  society,  such  as  go\'ernrner.'c ,  business  and  education. 

2.  to  be  able  to  contribute  to  a  more  stable  and  healthy  society 
in  which  the  ideals  of  multiculturalism  can  be  realized.   This 
aim  is  especially  important  in  the  Canadian  context.   Obviously, 
the  same  argument  applies  to  the  ideal  of  promoting  understanding 
among  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

In  Canada,  some  newspapers  are  published  regularly  in  the  German  language; 
radio  and  television  programs  are  broadcast  in  this  language;   German 
movies  are  shovTi  regularly  in  the  larger  urban  centres.   Thus  the 
Canadian  student  of  German  is  leai-ning  a  lang'aage  which  is  used  by 
thousands  of  Canadians,  and  opportunities  exist  for  students  speaking 
V7ith  people  who  still  use  German  for  everyday  communication.   Students 
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vill   also  "become  avare   of  the  historical   and   cultural    cackgrcand 
of  an   ir.rortant   se,f7:ont  of  the   Canadian  population. 


Goals  desirnate  th^  croad,  lGnn-ranf;e,  ar.d  sirnificant  outcomes 
Qcr.ired  froni  a  program. 

Althourh  the  follovinr  goals  nay  be  riven  varyir.g  emphasis,  they  arc- 
identified  as  those  appropriate  to  learning  C-err-an  and  are  intended  to 
enable  the  students: 


■^r  • 


1.1   developing  the  receptive  skills  of  listening  and  reading, 
including  in  the  case  of  the  forr:;er,  an  understanding  of 
intonation,  gestures,  and  visual  clue~.  vhich  help  to  convey 
the  message; 

1  .2  developing  the  productive  skills  of  speal:ing  and  vriting 
including,  in  the  case  of  the  fomer,  the  appropriate  in- 
tonation, gestures  and  visual  clues  vhich  help  to  convey 
the  nessage  fluently  and  accurately. 

2.   To  develop  cultur;'.-l  sensitivity  and  to  broaden  personal  perspectives 
by: 

2.1  developing  a  greater  awareness  and  appreciation  of  various 
cultural  values  and  lifestyles;  _ 

2.2  becoming  more  avare  of  Canada's  nulti-cultural  heritage  through 
learning  Geman ; 

2.3  developing  a  positive  attitude  tovard  people  vho  speak  ancther 
language  through  a  variety  of  expo3ure.:=  to  the  German  larig'.iage 
and  culture  ; 

2.h     becoming  avare  of  and  appreciating,  through  instruction  and 

direct  experiences,  the  valuable  contributions  of  Gerr.an- 

speaking  peoples  to  civilisation; 
2.3      expanding  them  to  include  the  national  and  international  scene 

through  active  participation  in  a  language  spoken  by  many 

Canadians; 
2.6  beginning  to  acquire  those  skills  that  vould  be  needed  to 

function  and  ccmjnunicate  ;:ithin  a  Ge rm.an- spear: in g  society. 


3.   To  develop  originality  and  creativity  in  language  by: 

3-1   facilitating  the  application  of  the  language  skills  to  new 

and  meaningful  situations; 
3.2  facilitating  the  e>:prd"ssion  of  personal  ideas,  feelings  and 

attitudes. 

k.      To  acquire  additional  concepts  and  generalizations  about  language 
and  language  learning  by: 
h.]      recognising  the  basic  structural  sinilai'ities  and  differences 

between  German  and  English; 
h.2     acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  structiore  and  function  of 

languages; 
^.3  developing  an  awareness  of  regional,  social  and  functional 

variations  of  spoken  and  written  language; 
^.^t  developing  a  conscious  ioiowledge  of  the  skills  and  strategies 

used  in  learning  a  second  language. 

5.   To  develop  a  desire  to  extend  or  improve  one's  proficiency  in 
languages  thorough  further  language  study,  whether  for  interest, 
post-secondary  requirements  or  vocational  needs. 


MIIOI-IU:-i  EXPECIWTIOl^S  FOR   SKILL  DLViLLOFMZ:;T 

Airo  CULTURAL  ult)Eesta:oiijg 

TKRES-YEAR   PROGRAl.; 

The  folloving  mininnr'-;  expectations  for  skill  developrient  and  cultural 
understanding  are  considered  to  be  part  of  the  core  or  mandatory 
content : 

LISTENIL'G  COMPREHENSION 

With  the  successful  corapletion  of  this  program,  the  student,  by 
listening,  vill  have  developed  the  ability  to: 

1.  Distinguish  phonenic  differences  vithin  the  German  sound  system; 

2.  Distinguish  German  intonation  and  stress  patterns; 

3.  Demonstrate  understanding  of  familiar  questions,  statements,  and 
instructions  which  incorporate  the  basic  elements  of  the  program 
as  specified  in  the  Curriculum  Guide; 

k.      Demonstrate  understanding  of  new  combinations  of  structures  and 
vocabulary  of  the  program; 

5-   Understand  various  speakers  using  the  -linguistic  structui'es  of 
the  program; 

6.  Recognize  specific  information  and  ideas  within  a  given  context; 

7.  Understand  information  in  material  containing  cognates  and  a 
limited  number  of  unfamiliar  lexical  items. 

SPEAXIKG 

V/ith  the  successful  completion  of  this  program,  the  s-:;udent  will 
have  developed  the  ability  to: 

1.  Produce  comprehensive  German  sounds,  intonation,  rh^'t-hjn,  stress 
and  elision  with  reasonable  accuracy; 

2.  Respond  to  cues  which  require  the  use  of  the  basic  linguistic 
elements  of  the  program; 

3.  Produce  meaningful  utterances  by  recomrining  knovT.  elements; 


^.  Descri'i:-^  a  fcuniliar  si"tU8.tior. ; 

5.  Relate  a  sequence  of  actions; 

6.  Ask  for  inforniaticn; 

7.  Interviev  someone  using  ^he  basic  eler::ents  of  the  prograjn; 

8.  Speak  vith  prior  preparation  on  a  selected  topic; 

9.  Participate  in  a  simple  conversation  or  discussion  on  a  familiar 
topic; 

10.   Express  some  personal  ideas,  feelings  ana  attitudes. 

READING 

With  the  successful  completion  of  this  progi^aju,  the  student  will  have 
developed  the  ability  to: 

1.  Read  faniliar  materials  silently,  vith  comprehension; 

2.  Read  aloud  familiar  materials  and  global  expressions  with  compre- 
hension, correct  rhythm  and  pronunciation; 

3.  Read  vith  comprehension,  recombinations  and  rearrangements  of 
familiar  materials; 

It.   Read,  for  general  meaning,  material  containing  some  unfamiliar 
cognates  or  vocabulary  items; 

5.  Read  for  specific  information  and  ideas; 

6.  Read  for  major  ideas  contained  in  a  short  text; 

7.  Read  simple  newspaper  and  magazine  articles  and/or  stories  for 
pleasure. 

VffilTIKG 

V/ith  the  successful  completion  of  this  program,  the  student 
will  have  developed  the  ability  to: 

1.  Produce  meaningful  combinations  or  variations  of  given  elements; 

2.  Write  from  dictation,  sentences  containing  recombinations  of 
learned  vTitten  materials; 

3.  V.'rite  a  guided  composition; 

^.   Describe  a  familiar  situation; 

5.   Relate  a  sequence  of  actions; 

7 


6.  Sui-i:narize  a  passage  heard  or  read; 

7.  V.'rite  a  letter  to  a  friend. 

CULTURAL  inyDERSTAIir'ING  ' 

V.'ith  the  successful  completion  of  this  program,  the  student 
vill  demonstrate  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of: 

1.  German-speaking  cultures  in  Canada,  Germany  and  c~.her  countries; 

2.  Some  differences  and  .similarities  between  the  learner's  culture 
and  the  various  German-speaking  cultures; 

3.  The  significance  of  social  conventions,  simple  gestures,  facial 
expressions,  intonation  and  stress  used  "by  the  speaker  to  convey 
intents,  feelings  or  attitudes; 

h.      Cultural  connotations  of  familiar  vocabulary  and  expressions. 


MAJOR  CULTURAL  THjui-ijLS 

The  n:ajcr  cultiu'al  thenes  of  this  pi'o^^ar:  are  to  he  developed  as 
part  of  the  core  content,  but  specific  topics  vitnin  each  thene  ai'e 
elective: 

1.  Geography''  of  the  German-speaking  countries; 

2.  The  fariiily,  family  life  and  friendship; 

3.  Occupation,  school  life,  leisure; 
h.  Holidays  and  festivals; 

5.  Customs  and  traditions; 

6.  Social  institutions  and  services   (e.g.   education  and  political 
systems,  the  economy,  transportation); 

7.  Cultural  aspects  (e.g.   history,  literature,  music  and  the  arts); 

8.  Contributions  to  modern  civilization  (e.g.   inventors,  manufacturers, 
statesmen) . 


TO  Su:-:-L^IZE,    THE   CORE   OR  MAIIDATORY   COIiPOITEi/TS    COIiSIST  OF: 

understanding; 

<  .     ... 

2.   The  linguistic  skills  and  concepts  laen^ified  m  the  themes 

contained  in  the  Curriculum  Guide; 
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h.      The  itcns  found  in  the  vccahulary  list; 
5.   The  major  cultural  themes. 

The  elective  components  consist  of: 

1.  The  suggested  topics  for  each  major  cultural  theme. 

2.  The  suggested  classroom  expressions. 
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